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CATEGORY 21 Chinese Paintings

Introduction

here have been numerous talented artists throughout the history of Chinese painting. They have produced countless magnificent paintings that have
Tcontributed to the excellent Chinese culture. But most of the great artists throughout the ages have tended to specialize in one particular skill, style, or
subject matter. Those who excelled at landscape painting were rarely proficient in flower and bird painting. Those who were proficient in flower and bird
painting were rarely adept at figure painting; and so on and so forth. H.H. Dorje Chang Buddha III Wan Ko Yeshe Norbu Holiest Tathagata, however, is
proficient in all subject matters—whether landscape, flowers and birds, animals, fish, insects, or figures. With respect to artistic techniques, he has excelled at
meticulous painting, freehand brushwork, splash-ink style, and many others. In all of these areas, His Holiness has demonstrated real traditional skills and
originality.

These characteristics of His Holiness’s paintings have long ago been confirmed by art experts and collectors. In 2000, paintings by H.H. Dorje Chang
Buddha III entitled “Majesty” and “Venerable Da Li Won” sold at an international auction for US$2,125,327 and US$2,207,912, respectively. At that time,
those sales set new records for the highest priced painting of any living oriental artist in the world as well as the highest priced Chinese paintings ever sold at an
auction. Various media reported on those two sales and praised H.H. Dorje Chang Buddha III as a consummate artist who is unprecedented in the history of
Chinese painting.

In 2007, a painting by His Holiness of lotus flowers entitled “Two Flowers; One Lotus Capsule; One Dharma Nature” sold for U.S.$300,000 per square
foot. That painting contains His Holiness’s signature in the form of the two Chinese characters “Wan Ko,” His Holiness’s fingerprint, and His Holiness’s
calligraphy and paintings seal. A plum blossom painting by His Holiness sold for U.S.$210,000 per square foot. That painting contains His Holiness’s signature
in the form of the two Chinese characters “Wan Ko” and His Holiness’s fingerprint. There is another painting by His Holiness entitled “Pasture in Spring (A
Sheppard Boy Herding Cattle).” On that painting His Holiness inscribed in Chinese characters “Dorje Chang Buddha IIT Wan Ko Yeshe Norbu.” That painting
also contains His Holiness’s fingerprint and dharma king seal. It truly is a rare and precious work of art. Although an offer was made to purchase that painting
for U.S.$540,000 per square foot, that offer was lower than the selling price set by the International Buddhism Sangha Association of U.S.$900,000 per square
foot. Thus, the sale was not consummated.

In his art, H.H. Dorje Chang Buddha III has indeed assimilated the essence of traditional Chinese painting. Not only has His Holiness learned from the
painting traditions of Song, Yuan, Ming, and Qing dynasty scholars, His Holiness has also easily mastered the grand and vigorous style of pre-Song dynasty
painting. Yet, H.H. Dorje Chang Buddha III has not merely emulated the techniques of any one painter or any one school. His Holiness has learned from ancient
artistry and has also learned from nature. Combining the two, His Holiness has created a novel and unique style of his own. From a careful examination of
paintings by H.H. Dorje Chang Buddha III, it is not difficult to see the legacy of tradition and the spirit of originality. The paintings of previous generations of
Chinese artists cannot match His Holiness’s paintings.

H.H. Dorje Chang Buddha III has painted many different styles of Chinese paintings. Based upon these different styles, we have selected for your
appreciation a very limited amount of contrasting paintings created by His Holiness.

(This text was translated from the Chinese text that follows.)
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Homage to Guan Yin Bodhisattva Venerable Da Li Won Patriarch Bodhidharma
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Figure Painting in Fine Brushwork Figure Painting in Fine Brushwork Figure Painting in Freehand Brushwork
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fScene of Xishuang Banna Life Small-scale Scenery in Fine Brushwork
Lotus Pond Water-World Aquatic Animals in Fine Brushwork ERENES TE=ERE
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Splashed-Ink Crabs Red Plum Blossoms
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Aquatic Animals in Freehand Brushwork Plum Blossoms in Freehand Brushwork
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White Plum Plum Blossoms in Freehand Brushwork
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Majesty Animal in Fine Brushwork
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Rich, Lustrous, Thick Ink Displays Profound Learning
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Landscape in Freehand Brushwork L . .

=zl ok A Flock of Twittering Sparrows in Early Spring
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Flowers and Birds in Freehand Brushwork
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Constantly
Watching the Standing Here
Spirit of Nature it
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Flowers and
Flowers and Birds in
Birds in Freehand Freehand
Brushwork Brushwork

Herd-boy's Poem and Song
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Animal in Freehand Brushwork
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The Chinese painting by H.H. Dorje Chang Budha Ill Wan Ko Yeshe Norbu entitled “Majesty” sold at an auction for the astoundingly
high price of US$2,125,327. For details on this, please see the newspaper reports that were published at that time.
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The selling price of his painting
'Majesty' has shocked the world

SOME peoplesay that
Master Wan Ko Yee is
an expert in Buddhism.
Some say that he is a  §
great painter or a great °
singer. There are those
who say that he is a great
medical expertora great
ethicist. There are also
those who say that he is
ascientist. OnMay 28th,

Unique Art Collections Interna-

tional Co., Ltd. auctioned Master
Wan Ko Yee’s painting entitled
“Majesty.” An art collector pur-
chased this painting by way of com-
petitive bid for a price of
NT$64,950,00.00 thisequals US.$
2,125,327.00) People all over the
world were shocked to hear of this

In the entire history of Chinese
painting, no other great painter was
able to master theamount of artistic
and the diversity of subject matter
which Master Wan Ko Yee has
mastered. Other painterscouldonly
skills at the most. For example,
ferent artistic skills: line painting,

wraditional painting and splash-ink

o

painting. However, Master Wan
Ko Yee has completely mastered a
few dozen different artistic skills.

always elegant, grand, and full of
life. One can get a glimpse of his

Master Wan Ko Yee's
skills have reached the
highest level in the
world when itcomesto
ink and wash paintings.
Thus,in 1991, the World
Poets and Culture Con-
gress conferred upon
him thetitle of “Master
of Oriental Art” along
with a medal. In 1994,
this same Congress conferred upon
him the title of the world’s only
ter.” This is the highest position
possible and is on the same level of
honor as a head of state.

Why is it that this one person,
Master Wan Ko Yee, hasthe combined
skills of several different experts? The
mainreasonisthat heisaGreat Dharma
King Master of Buddhism. He has
truly mastered the Five Knowledges
spokenofin Buddhism. All of hisskills
mentioned

better simply to say that he surpasses
the word “expert.”

He is a precious treasure who is a
benefit to humanity. He is a Dharma
King Master whois a rare gem in this
world.
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H.H. Dorje Chang Budha Il Wan Ko Yeshe Norbu’s painting entitled “Venerable Da Li Wang”
sold at an auction for the astronomical price of US$2,207,912. For details on this,
please see the newspaper reports that were published at that time.
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A RECORD IN PAINTINGS
Da Li Won Again Creates
Sky-High Selling Price

It has been noted by people that
Master Wan Ko Yee, the world fa-

mous master of Buddhism and art, -

set the world record in Chinese art
history of the highest selling price of
paintings by a painter who is still
alive. His painting, “Venerable Da Li
Won”, again broke his own world
record when it was sold at NT$
72,000,000.00 (USS$2,207,912.00) by
Mr. Naylor, an art collector and art
merchant from England. Once the
selling price was confirmed at the
auction, people on the spot clapped
their hands continuously for quite a
while.

The year of 2000, the beginning
of a new country, people were more
impressed by the special hon:
which Master Wan Ko Yee recei
On March 8th this year both govern-
ment of State of California and gov-
ernment of City of San Francisco
separately proclaimed March 8th,
2000 as Master Wan Ko Yee Day
based on his amazing achievements
in various fields.

- Inaddition, he received honorary
doctorate degree and professorship
from ninety-two universities in the
United States and other countries all
over the world. It was the first and
highest honor in history among Chi-
nese worldwide.

On May 12th the same year in
Taipei, at the meeting organized by
United International World Bud-
dhism Association Headquarters,
2137 eminent monks and nuns and
the great virtuous ones [rom 416
Buddhist organizations, associations,
and temples worldwide unanimously
conferred Master Wan Ko Yee as the
true Buddhist Master with perfect
mastery in both Esoteric and Exoteric
Buddhism.

Talking about art, it is just 2 small
drop of water in the boundless ocean
of Buddha Dharma of Master Yee.
Since he is a great Dharma King
Master with perfect mastery in Eso-
teric and Exoteric Buddhism and
Five Brightness, the Art which is one
of the Five Brighiess, has made
Master Wan Ko Yee reach the unprec-
edented height in arts including paint-
ings and calligraphy.

On May 28th this year Unique Art
Collections International Co., Lid.
auctioned one of Master Yeels paint-

'ings. “Majesty”, at an unprecede:

sky-high price of US$455.00 per
square inch. It shocked the art circles
worldwide.

On November 26th Unique Art
Collections International Co., Ltd.
again shocked the world by auction-
ing the painting, “Venerable Da Li
Won”, at US$ 467.00 per square inch,
In proved that the skills, styles, and
varieties of Master Yee were compre-
hensive and lofty. Master Yee can use
dozens of different skills in painting
scenery, figures, animals, flowers,
birds, fish, insects, and etc.

Master Yee is an expert in all
styles no matter it is detailed brush-
work style, freehand brushwork style,
or splashing ink style. All of these
new styles were created out of his
genuine efforts in traditional fields.
Master Yee is the most famous
scholar in modern history with his
abundant knowledge, distinguished
achievement, and many publications.
Although his reputation has already
spread all over the world, it is hard
to find someone like him with such
humbleness, sincerity and noble vir-
tue. It has won the recognition of
experts in academic organizations
worldwide.
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Some newspaper reports on the auction prices for H.H. Dorje Chang Budha Ill Wan Ko Yeshe Norbu’s paintings in the year 2007

San Francisco Chronicle ‘

FRIDAY, JANUARY 19, 2007 |

ture s;:éi-g (a shepherd boy pasturing cattle). US$900,000.- per sq. ft.
o Flowers; One Lotus Cupule; One Dharma Nature (Lotus).
(). "@leaéemm that the price per sq. ft. previously posted on 1/15/2007

ternational Buddhism Sangha Association
lnfamaﬁen of Hua Zang Si is as follows:

Master Wan Ko Yee s Palntmg

Was Sold at the Price of 300,000

US Dollars per Square Foot

The Painting at the Price of 900,000 US Dollars Was Not Sold

AN auction held by International Buddhism Sangha Association
took place on February 7, 2007 in San Francisco. Three Chinese
paintings were displayed. One of the paintings entitled “Two Flow-
ers; One Lotus Capsule; One Dharma Nature” was sold at 300,000

US dollars per square foot.

The world renowned Great Buddhist
Dharma King Wan Ko Yeshe Norbu
(also known as the great artist Master
Wan Ko Yee) donated three valuable
paintings as gifts to International Bud-
dhism Sangha Association. At the time
of the auction of these three paintings

‘more than 10 people expressed an

interest in buying them. After several

competitive bidding rounds, the lotus

painting was sold to an English col-
lector lIan Hamilton at the price of

“Two Flowers; One Lotus Capmle, One

Dharma Nature” -

“Plum Blossoms"

USS$300,000 per square foot. Another
painting, “Plum Blossoms”, was sold

at US$210,000 per square foot. How- -

ever, the most anticipated painting,
“Pasture in Spring (a shepherd boy
herding cattle)”, was not sold at this
time. “Pasture in Spring” was consid-
ered the most valuable of the three
donated paintings. Even though the
buyer raised the price to US$540,000
per square foot, the seller insisted that
the price cannot be below US$900,000
per square foot. Therefore, this trans-
action was not completed because
of the great difference between the

. prices.
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